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Dear Excellencies, distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

   at the outset, allow me to express my sincere gratitude to 

the Albanian OSCE Chairmanship for hosting us today, and for 

organizing this High-Level Conference on Combating anti-

Semitism. Indeed, today’s Conference comes as an important 

confirmation of the path inaugurated by the Italian OSCE 

Chairmanship in 2018 and confirmed by the Slovak OSCE 

Chairmanship last year.   

 

   A few days ago, on January 27th, I had the honor of 

representing my Country in Birkenau, on the 75th anniversary of 

the liberation of the surviving prisoners by the Nazi Extermination 

Camp. Three quarters of a Century after the whole world was 

forced to contemplate the abyss, the virus of anti-Semitism has 

unfortunately not ceased to exist, nor to spread through 

successive generations. And no Country seems to be immune 

from it: a recent poll highlighted, for instance, that in my Country, 

Italy, 15 percent of the respondents think that Holocaust never 

happened. 

 

   There are a few antidotes against this virus: memory; 

education; involvement. We have - all of us, all of our Countries – 

first of all a duty to preserve the memory of what happened, in 

order to avoid it in the future. And in a situation where time is slowly 

but surely reducing the numbers of survivors and direct witness of 
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the holocaust, the role of education becomes essential in order to 

transmit to the following generations the fundamental message: 

never again. Likewise, we have a duty to fight indifference: anti-

Semitism cannot be tolerated and must be fought thoroughly.  

 

   In this framework, that indeed calls us to action, Italy 

considers the fight against Anti-Semitism as a clear priority, 

internally as much as within the international Fora. 

 

   At the national level, the Italian Government has recently 

taken two crucial steps in order to enhance its commitment to 

combating antisemitism: the definition of anti-Semitism has been 

adopted, and a Country’s National Coordinator for the fight against 

anti-Semitism has been appointed. Moreover, last October the 

Italian Senate adopted a motion aimed at establishing an 

extraordinary Commission that will deal with the fight against the 

phenomena of intolerance, racism, anti-Semitism and instigation 

to hatred and violence, on the initiative of Senator Liliana Segre, 

survivor of the Holocaust and witness of the Italian Shoah. 

 

   Education and awareness-building campaigns are crucial 

tools for the promotion of mutual respect and understanding. Italy, 

in its efforts to combat anti-Semitism, focuses also on educational 

projects and the strengthening of partnerships with Jewish 

communities. Through the Ministry of Education, we promote the 

respect of diversity against all forms of violence and discrimination.  
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The tragedy of the Shoah is discussed and reflected upon by 

Italian students through numerous activities and initiatives, 

whereby the issue of preserving the public memory of the 

Holocaust is openly and widely addressed, at all levels of 

education. In this endeavor, a relevant attention is given to the 

training of teachers, as they are entrusted with the important task 

of nurturing the value of memory among their students, thus 

staving off the risk of younger generations feeling remote and 

detached from that immense tragedy. I am pleased that Italy has 

been, in 2019, the fourth Country of origin as far as visitors of the 

Auschwitz/Birkenau concentration camp are concerned – and a 

large part of these visitors are student, since many “memory trains” 

are organized by Italian high schools.   

 

   National efforts are of course not sufficient in order to fight 

a global menace such as anti-Semitism. The fight against anti-

Semitism is an integral part of the Italian strong commitment – in 

all relevant international Fora, starting from the UN Human Rights 

Council - against racism, xenophobia, intolerance and all forms of 

discriminations.  

 

   Overall, we strongly believe that pluralism, tolerance, 

intercultural and interfaith dialogue are essential pillars upon which 

inclusive and stable societies have to be built, and OSCE has a 

role to play in this framework.   
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   The conclusions that were adopted at the Ministerial 

Council in Milan provide clear guidelines on how to further advance 

OSCE commitments. Based upon those guidelines, we believe 

that further efforts are needed at the OSCE level in the face of 

growing concern on the serious threats to security and social 

cohesion posed by the resurgence of hideous forms of intolerance 

and discrimination, including on religious grounds, as well as by 

hate crimes and hate speech. We do remain convinced that 

uprooting religious and belief persecutions and discriminations 

does remain the prerequisite for any peaceful coexistence among 

peoples and States. 

 

Dear Excellencies, 

 

   As Primo Levi wrote, “many people – many nations - can 

find themselves holding, more or less wittingly, that “every stranger 

is an enemy. For the most part this conviction lies deep down, like 

some latent infection; it betrays itself only in random, disconnected 

acts, and does not lie at the base of a system of reason. 

But when this does come about, when the unspoken dogma 

becomes the major premiss in a syllogism, then, at the end of the 

chain, there is the lager”.  

    

   We should never forget these words. Evil is there, is here. 

To be aware of this is the first step to combat it. 
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Thank you 


